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Paramedic Fly Guide
Air Care Activation Criteria

Patient meets First Responder Activation Criteria 
 or
Neurological – Patient with deteriorating LOC/GCS
Airway – Trauma patient requiring aggressive airway or ventilatory management
Circulation – Penetrating injuries clinically correlated to unstable patient; 

Deterioration of previously stabilized patient; Trauma patient with unstable vital 
signs; or Traumatic fractures/lacerations clinically correlated to unstable patient

Best Motor Response – Traumatic paralysis OR increasing loss of sensation or movement
Cutaneous – Complete amputation proximal to wrist or ankle
Fracture – Open and/or depressed skull fracture
Burns – Trauma with associated burns and potential/existing airway involvement; 

Adult burns > 20% TBSA and/or complex facial, hand or genital involvement; or 
Pediatric burns > 10% TBSA and/or complex facial, hand or genital involvement
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Launch Helicopter for 
Transport to Regional 

Trauma Center
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Does patient meet Statewide 
Trauma System Activation 
Criteria for Transport to a 
Regional Trauma Center

Transport to 
Regional Trauma Center 
by ground ambulance

Transport to 
nearest hospital ED


